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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

The Mississippi Early Learning Alliance (MELA), the Mississippi Early
Childhood Association (MsECA) and Excel by 5 are thrilled to celebrate the

nationally recognized Week of the Young Child (WOCY), April 6-11, 2025.

This toolkit has been designed to support our collective efforts in promoting
and honoring the importance of early childhood education and the

foundational role it plays in shaping the future of our youngest learners.

Throughout this week, we come together as a community to spotlight the
critical developmental stages that occur during the early years and the
incredible impact that high-quality early learning experiences can have on
children, families, and communities. The Week of the Young Child offers us the
opportunity to raise awareness, share knowledge, and create positive, lasting

change for the children of Mississippi.

Within this document, you will find resources, communication strategies, and
key messaging that can help foster greater engagement, advocacy, and
celebration during this meaningful week. Whether you are a parent, educator,
community leader, or advocate, this toolkit is here to guide you in amplifying

the voices of our youngest children and celebrating the remarkable potential

they hold.

Together, we can ensure that every child in Mississippi has the support and
resources they need to thrive, now and in the years to come. Thank you for
your commitment to making this week— and every week— a time to honor and

invest in our youngest learners.




Elected Official Invitation
to Child Care Center

Dear [Title Legislator or Candidate]:

[Insert Center Name] is pleased to extend an invitation for you to see the importance of
early childhood education in action. We invite you to visit [child care center name], an
early learning program located in your community, [community name], to see firsthand how
parents’ access to child care that supports children’s health, education, and development
impacts Mississippi's economic growth. Research further demonstrates that early
childhood educators are the linchpins in quality early care and education programs, and
early care and education programs are the linchpins for our state’s economy and

workforce.
We hope you will be able to visit with us and see the impact of child care first hand.

Next week - April 6th-n"" - is the National Week of the Young Child, and | would especially
love for you to help us celebrate by visiting us on a day between Monday and Friday during
[list time/windows of time that are best for you where joyful play or learning action is

happening with children].

Please contact [include contact information] for more information and to discuss times
when you are available to join us! Once we have confirmed a time, we will contact the

media to join us!

We look forward to having you visit us and engage with knowledgeable and skilled
educators, as well as the families and children we serve, in order to advance our current

and future workforce, and help our community and state thrive.

Sincerely,
[Contact Name]



Child Care Center Visit Plan
with an Elected Official

The following instructions are suggestions of how to conduct a child care
center visit with an elected official.

Use at your discretion and adjust accordingly to best fit your center.

1. Invite the relevant elected officials to your program

Email or a phone call is a great way to reach out. Use the email template above,
or here is a simple script you can customize or build on to start the process. If
they cannot attend next week, there are times of the year when it will be easier
for officials to schedule a visit, so be flexible. If you're just looking to build a

relationship and start a conversation, that’s great, too!

Hi my name is [your name], and I'm a constituent. I'm reaching out to invite
[elected official] to tour my child care program and have a conversation about
early care and education. Next week - April 6th-1"" - is the National Week of the
Young Child, and | would especially love for you to help us celebrate by visiting
us on a day between Monday and Friday during [list time/windows of time that
are best for you where joyful play or learning action is happening with children].

Thank you, [your name]

2. Give a program tour

Just like you would do for a prospective parent, take the elected official around
and show them the highlights! Point out what makes your program unique. Give
them a sense of what a typical day looks like. If possible, do a short activity with
the children and invite the elected official to participate. A read aloud, song, or

short game are great options.

3. Build a relationship!

If this is your first or second interaction with your elected official, take time to
get to know them and ask them about their passions and views. If you have a
longer term relationship with the elected official, you can use the space to start
a conversation on what challenges you and the parents you serve (and your

employers!) are facing. Then, discuss what possible solutions may look like.



4. Document and share the visit

You can also reach out to local media to invite them to cover the visit. Make
sure to communicate with parents and legislators if you do that. EVERYONE
likes to be acknowledged - and elected officials especially value a public thank
you, since it helps them share the work and issues they care about in their
community. So, make sure to take photos of the legislator at the center (and if
you have a media release for your students — with children!). Then, take a
moment to post the photos, and if possible, send a press release with the

photos to your local newspaper.

5. Follow up

Send a thank you card or email to the official after the tour. (Anything
decorated by children is always a hit!) If any questions came up during your
time together that you had to look up, include the answers to those in your

thank you. You can also use the follow up message as an opportunity to invite

them to an upcoming event.




PRESS RELEASE

Child Care Center Visit
by an Elected Official

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[City, State - [Date of Visit]

[Elected Official] Visits [Child Care Center Name] to Celebrate 2025 National Week of
the Young Child

[City, State] - [Elected Officials’ Name(s) and Title(s)] visited [Child Care Center Name] on
[Date] to celebrate the National Week of the Young Child (WOYC), an annual event
recognizing the importance of early childhood education and the dedicated professionals
who support young learners. The visit highlighted the critical role that high-quality child
care and early education play in shaping the future of Mississippi’s children and

communities and sustaining the labor force participation of working families.

During the visit, [Elected Official(s)] toured the facility, engaged with children and
educators, and discussed policies that support early learning. The event provided an
opportunity to hear directly about the challenges and successes they experience in
fostering children’s development.

”
?

“[Insert Quote from Elected Official about the importance of early childhood education]
said [Elected Official's Namel].

The National Week of the Young Child, hosted by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC), is celebrated annually in April to shine a spotlight
on the needs of young children and their families. This year it is especially important to
highlight the ways that child care supports early learning AND undergirds the Mississippi

economy and workforce.

“Good child care isn’t just about kids—it's about making sure parents can work and our
communities can thrive,” said [Your Name]. “When families can count on safe, affordable
child care, they can keep their jobs, support their families, and help Mississippi’'s economy
grow. Investing in early education is really about investing in all of us.”

For more information, contact [Your Contact Information]

About [Child Care Center Name]

« [Brief description of the child care center, including its mission and services.]



HOW TO WRITE YOUR OWN
LETTER TO THE EDITOR OR OP-ED

Letters to the Editor vs. Op-Eds: Letters to the Editor are short pieces (usually
250 words or less) that are in direct response to something recently published
in the paper. Op-Eds are longer pieces (usually 800 words or less) that do not
need to be in response to a specific article in the paper but should be timely
and in connection to current events. An Op-Ed is more likely to be published if
the author is a subject matter expert and/or well-known in the community.

CRAFTING A STRATEGIC MESSAGE IN FOUR STEPS:
Below is some guidance on how to craft a strategic message. After you submit your letter or Op-Ed
using this tool, MELA can help you edit and format your letter for your local paper.

INTRODUCTION: First, why is this issue important to you? What value do you hold that makes you
care? For example, “| believe every child deserves a strong start.” If this is a Letter to the Editor be
sure to mention the specific article to which you are responding.

STATE THE PROBLEM (Tell Your Story): Write about the child care challenges you've experienced.
Are you a parent spending more on child care than you are on housing? Are you an employer who can't
attract skilled workers with young children because of Mississippi’s child care crisis? The more
personal and specific you can be the better.

WHAT'’S THE SOLUTION?: Paint a picture of a better future for children and families in Mississippi—
what does it look like? Tie in the one of the ideas from the Issue Briefs if possible!

CALL TO ACTION: Now that you have the reader’s attention, let them know what they can do in one
simple step to bring about the solution you outlined above. Some examples include: Tell your
legislators why you support increased public investments in high-quality, affordable child care. Visit
www.msearlylearning.org to find out how you can get involved.

CONTACT INFORMATION: Many papers will not print Op-eds or letters to the editor if they do not
include contact information, so don't forget this step!

Name, Email address, Phone number, Hometown, and Hometown newspapers.
If you need help finding a contact or where to submit your op-ed or letter to the editor,
please contact mindy@msearlylearning.org



SOCIAL MEDIA TOOLS

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

The following images are for you to use at your discretion. We ask that you not

alter the images, but please add your program’s information in the posts or edit the

posts to tell your personal stories.

Check out the Social Media Challenges to post your own content.

Don't forget the individual hashtags for each day!

We look forward to seeing your your posts!

HOW TO SAVE THE SOCIAL MEDIA IMAGES

On a desktop, right-click the image and select “save image as.” On a mobile phone,
you can take a screenshot (zoom in if needed) of the image. You can now share the
image with your social media post! Above each image, we have written copy you
can use or tweak - or you can write your own - to help deepen understanding. You
do not have to post ALL of them.

Each post correlates with the day of the week; pay close attention.



WOYC KICK-OFF SUNDAY
APRIL 6, 2025

FACEBOOK POST:
Join us on Sunday, April 6, 2025 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to Kick-Off the Mississippi
Week of the Young Child!

The Mississippi Early Learning Alliance (MELA), in partnership with the Mississippi Early
Childhood Association and Excel By 5, Inc., are thrilled to celebrate the nationally
recognized Week of the Young Child (WOYC), April 6-11, 2025.

We are going to start out the week with the Mississippi Week of the Young Child Kick-Off
Call to discuss the Mississippi WOYC proclamation, spotlight a few child care centers, and

share with you social media tactics for the week.

Click the following link to register for the WOCY Kick-Off Call!
https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ZgsYXfPDRiKtOuLzdCel-Q

#MSWOVYC #KickOffCall #WOYC25 #ChildCareMatters

INSTAGRAM POST:
Join us on Sunday, April 6, 2025 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to Kick-Off the Mississippi
Week of the Young Child!

The Mississippi Early Learning Alliance (MELA), in partnership with the Mississippi Early
Childhood Association and Excel By 5, Inc., are thrilled to celebrate the nationally
recognized Week of the Young Child (WOYC), April 6-11, 2025.

We are going to start out the week with the Mississippi Week of the Young Child Kick-Off
Call to discuss the Mississippi WOYC proclamation, spotlight a few child care centers, and

share with you social media tactics for the week.
Use the QR in the image to register for the WOCY Kick-Off Call!
#MSWOYC #KickOffCall #WOYC25 #ChildCareMatters

X (Twitter) POSt: week O'F the April 5-11, 2025

Join us on Sunday, April 6th from 3p-4p for the Young f’F"D ” ﬂ 2
#MSWOYC25 Kick-Off Call. The MS Early = nlle

' . _ WOVYC Kickoff: It Starts With Us!
Learning Alliance, MS Early Childhood high (OYC, read th
Association & Excel by 5 will discuss the newly : o treeel
signed #MSWOYC25 Proclamation and share e

APRIL 6, 2025

Social Media Tactics for the upcoming week.
- %' 3:00pm - 4:00pm

#WOVYC25 #ChildCareMatters \%

il MELA



MUSIC MONDAY
APRIL 7, 2025

Key Messaging Focus:
Investment in the early years is critical!

Facebook / Instagram Post:

Birth to age 3 is critical time for babies' brain development. To build brains, babies need
high-quality interactions every day - talking, reading, and singing from parents and
caregivers. When parents have access to support systems like child care and health care,
they are more knowledgeable and more capable of creating this strong start for their
babies and toddlers - providing a foundation for this brain development and the growth

into healthy children and as future Mississippi citizens.

X (Twitter) Post Language:
Birth to 3 is a critical time for babies’ brain development. Babies need high quality

interactions with parents and caregivers. With access to support systems (child & health

care), parents become more knowledgeable & capable to create a strong start for their

children. #tMSWOQOYC25

Week of the § et
Young@hHH(O

April 7 - Music Monday

Social Media Challenge:
Post videos of children engaging

with music using the following

hashtags:
Let’s make some noise for early learning!
Music builds brain development, coordination,
and joy in young children. #MSWOYC25
Tag your center’s best music moments! #WOYCQS
# .
#MusicMonday MUSICMOI’\day
#WOYC25 #EarlyLearningMS

#EarlyLearningMS$S

INVITE YOUR LEGISLATORS! Ask local officials to visit and see how play-

based learning supports development.



TASTY TUESDAY o
A p R I L 8, 2025 The importa:ge o;s;:'s:g;nghi(l)ocl:ﬁ:;d Nutrition

and programs that support it!

Option 1:

Facebook / Instagram Post:

For Mississippi’s babies to grow into strong, self-sufficient citizens, families need access to
healthy, nutritious, affordable food! We are thankful for programs like WIC, which
empower parents to choose and afford nutritious foods like fruit and whole grains and
encourages breastfeeding. By supporting nutritious choices from birth, WIC strengthens
our workforce, reduces healthcare costs, and secures our state’s future!

X (Twitter) Post Language:

Programs like WIC empower parents to choose & afford nutritious foods, & also
encourages breastfeeding. By supporting nutritious choices from birth, WIC strengthens
our workforce, reduces healthcare costs & secures our state’s future! #MSWQYC25

#TastyTuesday #*WOYC25

Option 2:

Facebook / Instagram Post:

Did you know that Mississippi consistently has some of the highest grocery costs in the
nation? We are thankful that starting in July of 2025, Mississippi’s grocery tax will decrease
by 2%, making it more affordable for families to buy healthy food! We're also thankful for
programs like WIC that also help pregnant women and mothers afford healthy foods, like
whole grains, meat, cheese, fresh fruit and vegetables that help their babies grow up
healthy!

X (Twitter) Post Language:
Mississippi consistently has some of the highest grocery costs in the nation. Starting July
2025, Mississippi's grocery tax will decrease by 2% making it more affordable for families to

buy healthy food! #tMSWOYC25 #TastyTuesday # WOYC25

nasye

i Social Media Challenge:

April 511, 2025

Week of ’che"‘.
YoungCliild =

Tuesday, April 8

. Promote nutritious eating habits for children
. Feature child care centers that prioritize healthy

Tasty Tuesday meal options

. Share photos of nutritious meals and snacks
Kids thrive on healthy habits!

Today, we are celebrating how nutrition supports Ser\/ed at centers
learning and growth in early childhood.

Show us your snacks and meals! Hashtags=
2, "T;awstg?g;:ay #MSWOYC25 #WOYC25 #TastyTuesday
. '"’ezu #HealthyKidsHealthyFutures #EarlyChildhoodNutrition #HealthyKidsHealthyFutures
Wi MELA

INVITE YOUR LEGISLATORS! Ask local legislators, your mayor or news
media to showcase how centers provide healthy meals and snacks that
support childhood development.



Work Together Wednesday
April 9, 2025 Key Messaging Focus:

Child care as a business and workforce issue!

Facebook / Instagram Post:

Option 1: Child Care is a critical piece of economic Infrastructure with economic
implications, especially when it comes to labor force participation. If parents who left the
workforce due to caregiving responsibilities returned, Mississippi could gain an estimated

$1.2 billion annually.

Option 2: Mississippi's economic growth depends on parents’ access to child care. When
child care is unaffordable, parents lose re-skilling and up-skilling opportunities, or choose
to leave the workforce entirely or find ways to cut costs through inconsistent care. Yet,
starting this month, thousands of Mississippi children will no longer have access to the
child care subsidy (the Child Care Payment Program) that allowed their parents to go to

work. What impact will that have on working parents and Mississippi businesses?

X (Twitter) Post Language:

Mississippi’s economic growth depends on parents’ access to child care. Starting March
2025, thousands of children will no longer have access to child care subsidy (Child Care
Payment Program) that allowed their parents go to work. #MSWOYC25
#WorkTogetherWednesday #WOYC25

Social Media Challenge:

Weekona® : : :
Week of the .. et Share stories of working parents and the impact of
' child care on employment.

y  April 5-11, 2025

ot s
Young [l

Wednesday, April 9

Work Together Wednesday Host roundtable discussions at child care centers

Child care IS economic infrastructure.

OR

about workforce shortages and the need for accessible
Let's work together with business and policy leaders to .
strengthen access to child care in Mississippi. Ch | Id care.

Tag a leader who should visit a local child care center this week!

. Hashtags:
J #WorkTogetherWednesda
%' #ﬁvoycgs 4 #MSWOYC25 #WQOYC25 #ChildCareMatters

#ChildCarelsWerkforce #WorkTogetherWednesday #EarlyChildhood
#ChildCarelsWorkforce

mseca

il MELA

INVITE YOUR LEGISLATORS! Ask local business leaders and government
officials to tour centers to see firsthand how quality child care supports
working families.



ARTSY THURSDAY
APRIL 10, 2025

Key Messaging Focus:
Early Childhood Development is important to children’s future health and
education, For children with delays, Early Intervention programs can
improve children’s school readiness and educational outcomes.

Facebook / Instagram Post:

Art is more than just fun for young children; it's a powerful tool to boost fine motor skills
and support children’s development! In child care centers, creative expression through
drawing, painting, and other forms of art helps children develop important skills, including:

fine motor skills, communication, emotional expression, and cognitive development.

When art and art therapy activities are thoughtfully integrated into early childhood
programs, they can also be used for children with developmental delays as an early
intervention strategy. Early Intervention services help children with developmental
disabilities to live independently and enter the workforce as adults. When families of
young children access support early through early intervention services (ie., speech
therapy, physical therapy, or occupational therapy), they can learn new skills faster and

grow up to do better in school and life.

X (Twitter) Post Language:

Art is more than just fun for young children; it's a powerful tool for early intervention! Early
access to support through El services help children learn new skills faster & grow up to do
better in school & life. #MSWOY C25 #WOYC25 #ArtsyThursday

Week..2 Social Media Challenge:

‘Young Child
April 5-11, 2025

Week of thei'J
Young Clhild =

Thursday, April 10 « Encourage educators to highlight hands-on,

+ Showcase children’s artwork from early

learning centers

Artsy Thursday creative projects in their classrooms

Creativity sparks learning!

« Virtual art gallery featuring submissions from
Today, we spotlight the power of art .
in early childhood development. Ch||d care prOgramS

Post your classroom masterpieces or your child's latest creation!

%' #ArtsyThursday HaShtagsz
\xs #WOYC25 #MSWOYC25 #WOYC25 #ArtsyThursday
e ﬁELA #CreatifeRIdMS #Earlylntervention #CreativeKidsMS

INVITE YOUR LEGISLATORS! Ask local officials to visit your center to show

them how art supports fine motor skills, problem-solving, and self-expression.



FAMILY FRIDAY
APRIL 11, 2025

Key Messaging Focus:
Celebrating the need for Paid Family Leave!

Facebook / Instagram Post:

From the very beginning, early relationships with parents and caregivers shape babies’
brain connections that lay the foundation for lifelong learning. That is why it is critical for
new parents to have as much time as possible away from work to bond with their newborn

or newly adopted child.

We are thrilled that this year the Mississippi Legislature passed 6 weeks of paid leave for
primary caregivers who are state employees! We hope that soon, all Mississippi parents
and caregivers will be able to take this critical time to care and bond with their young
children!

X (Twitter) Post Language:
It's critical for new parents to bond with their newborn or newly adopted child. Bonding

early lays foundations for lifelong learning success. In 2025, Mississippi Legislature passed

6 weeks paid family leave for state-employee, primary caregivers. #tMSWOYC25
#FamilyFriday #WQOYC25

Week of the Yook Social Media Challenge:

Youn R  Aerilsm, 2025 Share stories from parents that
[ o =

g @HTJ[]H(Q have experienced successes or
Friday, April 11 struggles with receiving paid
Family Friday family leave.

Families are a child’s first teacher.
Today we celebrate the love, learning, and partnership #MSWOYC25
between child care providers and families.
Tell us how your center engages with families! #WOYCZS

#FamilyFriday

#FamilyFriday
#WOYC25 #PaidFamilyLeave

sRamiliEiERter #FamiliesMatter

INVITE YOUR LEGISLATORS! Ask local officials to your center to show how

family engagement in child care programs strengthens communities.



CELEBRATION & REFLECTION
Monday, April 14, 2025

Key Messaging Focus:
Quality child care benefits everyone. Investing in early education
strengthens families, businesses, and the entire economy.

This is a day to reflect on the activities, successes, and all the captured
moments from the 2025 Week of the Young Child. Repost your favorite
moments and talk about all you did for the young children in your lives. Send a
thank-you letter to the legislators, mayors, and local leaders that visited your
center or participated in the WOYC activities. Use this opportunity to
advocate for more substantial support for early childhood programs in
Mississippi.

Honoring Educators & Advocates
« Thank early educators, families, and advocates for their dedication
« Recap the week’s highlights and success stories

« Encourage continued engagement with child care policy efforts

Wﬂaﬁh& .
Young Child

Week of the.-,, el
Young chld =

Q

Monday, April 14

Celebration & Reflecti Hashtags

elepration eriection

This week, we celebrated early learning across Mississippi. #MSWOYC25
*WOVYC25

Let's keep the momentum going.

Thank you to our educators, families, and community #Chi|o|CareMatters
leaders who showed up and spoke out for child care.

/4%' #WOYCz25
l\j‘.:ecu #ThankYouEducators
‘ #ChildCareChampions
"MELA

EXCEL BY

THANK YOUR LEGISLATORS! Use this final day to ensure policymakers

commit to ongoing discussions on child care access and quality.



